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A greeting from the Rev. Richard L. Bennett, Bridging 

Interim Pastor:   
 

Grace and Peace to the friends and family of Old South United 

Church of Christ in Farmington, Maine!  Blessings to all Godôs 

people this day!  Even with understanding that a Bridging Interim 

Pastor has only a brief time to be with a worshipping community, 

Iôm very excited to have the privilege of being able to share in all 

the anticipations and preparations for welcoming your new pastor.  

It wonôt be all that long now before your ówaiting timeô comes to a 

close as a ówelcoming timeô bursts out in grand celebration!   

 

It is fitting that our time together begins with Advent.  Advent is 

all about ówaitingô é waiting again for the coming of Godôs Good 

News, waiting for new life to burst into being, waiting for Godôs 

promises to be made plain.  During Adventôs leaning into 

Christmas and Epiphany, weôll be worshipping and celebrating 

with stories and images relating to ógifts of necessary waiting.ô  

Weôll ponder and pray on how Godôs Spirit interrupts us, shakes us 

awake, and then leads us around and about often surprising corners 

as weôre graced into a lifetime of constant surprise and adventure!   

 

In looking ahead while é anticipating é waiting é expecting é 

hoping é  

 

Advent 1:  How Godôs people experience unfoldings of  óNew 

Beginnings & Endings.ô 
 

Advent 2:  óZechariahôs Amazing Graceô and his response to 

Godôs ólife interruption.ô   
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Advent 3:  The Story of Mary and how she experiences óBlessings 

in Waiting.ô 
 

Advent 4:  Pageant Sunday in keeping with Old Southôs traditional 

and joyous miracles.  
 

Christmas Eve:  Worship, Carols, Candle lighting!   óThe Gifts of 

Gift-giving!ô 
 

Christmas Day:  Songs of Joy amidst Hopes of Peace for all Godôs 

People. 
 

New Yearôs Day:  óTime is on Our Side.ô  Please bring your 2012 

Calendars to worship. 
 

Epiphany Sunday:  óStar-Giftsô é tools for Spirit-filled lives!   

 

Iôd like to share my appreciation for all the welcoming gifts of help 

and support Iôve already received as your ótemporary shepherd.ô  

Of special note of course é are the gifts received from Pastor 

Kim!  Itôs curious that we both share roots in Farmington, CT as 

foundations for our time with the good folk of Farmington, ME.   

May Pastor Kim ógo well and stay wellô as her Spirit-filled journey 

returns again to the rhythms and cadences of seaside living.    

Blessings to all!    Pastor Dick  
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From the Moderator 

 
The seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas and the dark 

winter solstice give us opportunity to pause and reflect as we 

journey together. Each step we take brings us closer to the new 

year, our new settled pastor, and a new financial reality. We 

welcome Rev. Richard Bennett who will help us along our way ï a 

bridge between what was and what is to be. We thank the Search 

Committee for their impressive dedication to their task. Thanks to 

our treasurer Dale Bardo, and the Financial Study and Capital 

Campaign Committees who have brought our finances into clear 

perspective. Thanks to the Trustees who are overseeing the now 

visible work being done on our steeples. A very special thanks to 

each of you who have prayerfully considered your capital 

campaign and stewardship pledges to support our children, 

worship, music, programs, staff, and buildings. 

 

We have sent Rev. Kim on her way with love and care. In her exit 

interview with the Deacons, Moderator, and Search Committee 

Chair, she shared not only her thanks but also her admiration for 

how Old South has worked together and grown over the past 15 

months.  In addition, she shared many valuable insights into the 

work ahead of us. We have much for which to be thankful, and 

much to look forward to.  
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DEACONôS  CORNER       

Pastor Kimôs exit interview was held for a full hour during the 

Diaconateôs 11/13/11 meeting.  She praised many 

accomplishments of Old South Churchôs congregation.   

We can speak the truth in love as members of the body of Christ.   

During her 15 months here she has noticed improved 

communications among committees as well as individuals.   

A ñhuge strength,ò she noted, is the lay leadership ï the 

congregation ñownsò the church, and does numerous things that 

need to be done.  She noted abundant mission activities and 

hospitality. We are a welcoming church, and we could do more 

follow up with recent newcomers.  We are a worshiping and 

praying church that truly values its diversity of beliefs.  We are a 

teaching church, nurturing people interested in the ministry. (Kim 

knows Iris Burnell, who studied for the ministry while attending 

OSC in the1980ôs and has since then been a settled pastor.)  

Pastor Kim listed several points for us to work on to continue Old 

Southôs thriving.  

 

Karol Maybury offers to lead a Bullying & Teasing program for 

Old South children. It seems that some are being hurt by bullying 

and crude teasing at public schools. 

 

The all church business meeting on 11/13/11 unanimously 

accepted the Diaconateôs recommendation of Richard Bennett as 

our ñbridgeò interim pastor.  He holds a Master of Divinity from 

Andover-Newton Theological School (1985).  Since then he has 

been full time pastor in Maine and NH until retiring last year.  He 

has had specialty training in interim ministry.  His first Sunday in 

our pulpit will be November 27, which is the first Sunday of 

Advent.      

 

I am deacon for December.   ---Roger Condit, telephone 778-3722. 
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From Your Search Committee 
 

Merry Christmas from the Search Committee, 

  

Our wish for Christmas is to find the best pastor for Old South.  

Although a small part of me would be very excited if Santa Claus 

would deliver on this wish, I suspect the committee will have to 

continue diligently work towards our goal.  The good news is that 

we are making progress and we have reached new levels in the 

process of interviewing and meeting with candidates.   Based upon 

all the different candidates that we have seen, I am confident that 

we will find a great pastor for our congregation. 

  

December is also the anniversary of the formation of the Search 

Committee.  It has been a long year of weekly meetings and lots of 

hard work.  I am very proud of the work our group has done 

together and even more proud of the bond that exists among the 

committee members.  If you get a chance please take a moment to 

thank any committee members you come across and maybe give 

out a hug, especially for Janet Mills (she really likes hugs!).  The 

committee members are Joanna Backman, Karri McCarthy, Bob 

Flick, Janet Mills, Barbara Fortier, Charles Murray, Amanda 

Hilton, Betsy Riley, Penny Hood, Gretchen Legler (if you see her 

you might be in the wrong country), Stan Wheeler and Andrew 

Robinson. 

  

We sincerely hope that you all have wonderful Christmas.  We 

have said it before but it merits repeating, "We are blessed with a 

wonderful church community, and through hard work and Godôs 

grace, we will be rewarded with a wonderful pastor to walk with 

us as we minister in the name of Jesus Christ." 

  

Happy Holidays, 

Andrew S. Robinson 
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OLD SOUTH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 

ñRooted in Faith, Growing in Mission, Many Hearts, One Futureò 

 

 Our Capital Campaign is well under way and beginning to 

show results.  As of 11/17/11 we have received pledges from 59 

households and $230,575.  Checks received with those pledges 

have enabled us to reduce our mortgage by $122,636.00.  That is 

good news but the less than good news is that this leaves a large 

number of our congregation unheard from. 

 

 Because of the seriousness of our financial situation we ask 

those of you who have not been contacted to phone me (778-3598) 

or e-mail (ac.murray@myfairpoint.net).  You can be sure a 

committee member will be in touch with you. 

 

 At this juncture of our campaign we are touched by the 

generosity of our pledgers.  Their response tells us all how 

important, how loved and how vital Old South is to all us.  Let's 

continue to pull together to make this campaign a success.   

    

                                  Charley Murray    
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

 Our Stewardship Campaign has begun and has started to 

produce results. As of 11/17/11 we have received only pledges 

from 18 households for a total of  $32,560.  In this very important 

year we are pleased to report, however, that we are noting an 

increase in pledge amounts and that is extremely reassuring. 

 

 We all know how critical it is for Old South to receive our 

pledges. What we often don't realize is how important it is that our 

pledges are received as early as possible in the Campaign.  

Because this is the time of year when the church begins working 

on our budget for next year, it is impossible to complete the job 

until pledges are in and we know how much money we will have 

to work with.  This is also why we ask members of the 

congregation, who usually make their contribution through our 

weekly offering, to consider making a pledge instead. 

 

 Our thanks go out to all who have already pledged.  To all 

who are still giving their pledge consideration, please remember 

that we are projecting a 3% increase in expenses at Old South next 

year so hopefully you will be able to increase your pledge by at 

least that much. 

 

 Thank you for all you do for this grand old church. 

 

 

          -- Charley Murray 
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Stewardship Message 
 

Too Good To Be True Giving 
 

ñBy the tender mercy of our God, the dawn will break upon us.ò 

Luke 1:78 

 

These words come from the amazing poem known as the 

Benedictus, the blessing of Zechariah on his surprising gift-son, 

John (the Baptist). Zechariah is one of those minor characters in 

the birth narratives of Jesus, often lost in the shuffle of shepherds 

and magi that populate our Christmas pageants. Yet Zechariah 

gives us a great gift for Advent: the gift of the skeptic. 

When an angel told Zechariah that his middle-aged wife Elizabeth 

would have a baby, he didnôt believe it. All his life this man had 

been faithfully serving God; clearly he was a sincere believer. He 

held onto his faith through the years of their infertility and who 

knows how many other problems in their lives. But when an angel 

promises something ñtoo good to be true,ò the skeptic in Zechariah 

comes out and he rejects the God he has relied on when things 

have been truly bad. 

 

This Christmas let us be about giving to the world in ways that are 

too good to be true. Let the skeptics see that love is more powerful 

than anyone expects it to be. Let us, in the image of God, give of 

ourselves in life-transforming ways beyond presents under the tree, 

just like Zechariah and Elizabeth and John. Nothing about God is 

ever too good to be true! Merry Christmas. 
 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, 

United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut. 
 

December 2011 God is still speaking, 

 
 

 

This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission. 
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News from the Trustees 
  

        Following the all-church meeting which approved repairing the 
steeples using slate and the LOC loan to help pay for this work and an 
expected 2012 budget shortfall, a couple in our congregation came 
forward to offer the church a $100,000 loan at 2% interest.  No collateral 
is required for the loan.  The donor wishes to remain anonymous.  The 
Trustees accepted this offer at their October meeting and asked Dale 
Bardo to convey our sincere thank you to this very generous couple.  On 
November 7, work began on the steeples.  The new slate will be 
delivered the week of  November 14.  The old slate is being stored in the 
Holman Parish House carriage house.  It would be wonderful to use 
some of the better pieces for fundraising.  If you are a talented person 
who likes to work with slate and are willing to donate your time to 
decorate some slate, please contact Marilyn Hylan at 778-4211 or 
mdhylan@hciwireless.net.   
        Three red oaks and a flowering crab tree were planted in front of 
the Holman Parish House in early November.  Peter Tracy, a local 
forester, was in charge of the planting.  The trees came from a nursery in 
Morrell which donated them through the State of Maine to communities 
and non-profit organizations.   
         Our bell repair work should be completed soon.  The Chime Master 
Systems company has been contacted by Joe Duffy from Church 
Specialties and he should have a date for shipping the week of 

November 14.  Marilyn checks with him weekly.  

 
 

 

 

mailto:mdhylan@hciwireless.net
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Outreach Corner 
 

Happy Holidays from the Outreach Committee! 
  

This year we are offering the SERRV Sale, Fair Trade Coffee and 

Heifer Living Gift market to the larger community on Dec 3
rd

 from 

9am to 12pm during the Chester Greenwood Parade and 

celebrations! Don't miss this opportunity to support a good cause 

while you shop for gifts for your friends and family. Remember, 

this project does not raise funds for Old South Church, UCC in any 

way.  This sale supports global artisans, laborers, farmers and 

communities such as the coffee bean harvesters in Honduras and 

the women in Mali recovering from surgery for obstetric 

complications.  Every dollar spent on SERRV products, Fair Trade 

Coffees, Teas, and Chocolates, and Heifer Living Gifts goes to 

improve the quality of life for men, women and children living in 

poverty and often desperation. We will also be having the sales on 

Sunday the 4
th
 and 11

th
 after worship services!  Please join us! 

  

We would also like to thank all of you who donated warm winter 

items for our Coat Closet distribution.  Old South Members, 

friends, and community members joined together on Monday, 

Nov. 21
st
 at the Care and Share Food Closet in Fairbanks to 

distribute the items.  The Food Closet continues to see a weekly 

increase in community members seeking assistance.  Jesus calls us 

to feed, clothe and provide shelter to our neighbors.  Please 

continue to bring donations for the food pantry, toiletries and paper 

products are especially needed as well as non-perishable food 

items.  Financial contributions however, go 8 to 10 times farther 

than purchased food items.  Warm coats, hats, mittens, gloves, ski-

pants, comforters and blankets can still be brought to Old South 

too so that we can continue this vital ministry. 
  

May you and your family have a blessed Advent and Christmas 

Season and we look forward to the New Year and Godôs blessings 

in all the areas of Mission that we do. 
  

In faith, The Outreach Committee 
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UCC Special Offering:  The Christmas Fund 
On December 18, we have our annual opportunity to give back, 

through THE CHRISTMAS FUND, to ministers and their spouses 

who have served the UCC in their lifetimes.  These gifts mean a great 

deal to these families and embody the spirit of Christmas. The 

generous gifts of UCC congregations and individuals to the Christmas 

Fund enabled the Pension Boardsô Ministerial Assistance program to 

provide the following gifts: 

Some form of Ministerial Assistance will be provided to 
approximately 1,600 persons during 2011. 

 Christmas Gift checks were sent to approximately 900 

persons in 2010. Of those who received checks, 20 are over 100 

years of age. The oldest person is 107. One person has received 

Christmas checks continuously since 1976. The 900 gifts total 
$270,000. 

 Monthly pension supplementation is being provided to 

440 persons. These gifts total $106,934 per month. A significant 

part of annual total of $1,283,208 comes from the Christmas 
Fund. (2011 data)  

 Quarterly health premium supplementation is 

being provided to 261 families, totaling $155,883 per quarter. 

All of the funding for health premium supplementation is 

derived from the Christmas Fund. (2011 Data) 

 Emergency Grants totaling $44,973.81 were provided 

to 33 individuals and families from January 1 through October 
31, 2011. 

These statistics reflect annualized projections as of October 31, 2011. 

The numbers of persons receiving assistance and the totals of 

assistance payments fluctuate on a monthly basis. 

Look for the offering envelopes in your Sunday bulletin on December 
18.  Thank you for your generous support of this ministry. 

    

            On behalf of the Outreach Committee, 

    Karyl Condit 



 12 

Itôs Hat and Mittens Time!  

Winter is approaching and itôs time to think of warm hats and 

mittens for the children in our local elementary schools.  These are 

distributed by the teachers to children who need them.  They may 

be new or used as long as they are in good condition and in sizes 

for a child 5-10 years old.  A box will be in the Vestry duing the 

month of December for your donations.  The teachers have 

expressed how grateful they are to receive this box each year.  

Thank you for any donations that you give.   

ï Polly Howatt 

 

Warming Center Days Begin in January 
 

Come in out of the cold and join in the fellowship of the Warming 

Center!  Hours at Old South will be on Thursdays during the 

months of January, February and March from 10:00 am to 2:00 

pm.  The Warming Center will be open on Tuesdays in January 

through mid-February at Henderson Memorial Baptist Church and 

from mid-February through the end of March at St. Joesphôs 

Catholic Church.  The Warming Center is sponsored by the 

Farmington Area Ecumenical Ministry.   

 

Volunteers are needed to staff the Warming Center and to provide 

soups and snacks.  If you can help with these services, please 

contact Betsy Riley at 645-2884 or sign up to volunteer on the 

sheet posted in the Vestry.  Thank you! 
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MISSION:1 ACCOMPLISHMENTS! 
 

 

 

Hereôs the latest statistics for the recent UCC Mission:1 project: 

 

Food Items-Goal 1,000,000  1,282,157 received 

Letters to Congress-Goal 11,111 35,618 written 

NIN Donations-Goal 111,000       92,411 received 

Famine Relief-Goal   111,000       94,716 received 

 

From Old South: 

 Food Items  over 300 

 Letters         approx. 65 

 Financial Contributions to area Food Ministries    223.50 

  

THANKS, EVERYONE!!!    WE HAVE HAD A POSITIVE 

IMPACT ON POVERTY AND HUNGER. 
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FAEM Fuel Assistance Fund Benefit 

Second Annual Christmas Carol Sing Program 
The Old South Church sanctuary will host the Second Annual 

Christmas Music Benefit on Sunday, December 11, beginning at 

3:00 p.m. and sponsored by the Fundraising Committee.  A free-

will offering will be accepted to benefit the FAEM Fuel Assistance 

Fund.  A cold winter is in the forecast, less funding is going to be 

available for fuel assistance, and not all applicants meet Federal 

program requirements.  Not only does the FAEM Fuel Assistance 

Fund supplement the Federal program, it also helps fill the gaps for 

other needy families.  The program for this special musical event 

will include the Mt. Blue High School Syncopations, under the 

direction of Carol Shumway (Patricia Hayden, accompanist); the 

Franklin County Fiddlers; an all-FAEM Church ad hoc choir 

directed by Dan Woodward; Christmas carol sing-along with some 

old favorites; and Joel Hayden (piano) and Patricia Hayden (organ) 

accompanying the carol ñAdeste Fideles.ò 
 

Patricia Hayden has donated a hand-pieced 4ô x 4ô wall hanging 

(machine quilted by Cheri Thompkins) for the FAEM quilt raffle.  

Tickets will be on sale in the church office, at Pins & Needles, and 

on the day of the program up to the end of the intermission.  The 

winning ticket will be drawn in the second half of the program.  

Refreshments will be served during intermission, contributed by 

local FAEM church congregations.  We need Old Southers to 

contribute a total of five (5) dozen cookies, as well as volunteers to 

help with set-up, ushering and intermission.  If you are interested 

in donating baked goods for intermission or volunteering, please 

contact Hallie Yorks, Sally Utans or Amanda Murray, or stop by 

the Sunday morning table located in the Vestry/Assembly Room 

before worship or during coffee hour.  Support your neighbors by 

attending this special Christmas fundraising program! 
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Community Luncheon Report 
  

WOW!  I believe we set a record for the number of meals 

served with the November luncheon.  We served at least 150 

meals.  The seats were all filled in the dining area, and we had to 

re-set some places, plus we had over 40 meals that were either 

taken out or delivered by our volunteers.  At five minutes to one, 

three people came in, a man, his daughter and his mother.  They 

got the very last of the food.  It is always amazing to see how our 

wonderful God provides! 

  

The menu for December will be a classic comfort food 

meal:  Macaroni and cheese with ham, green beans, rolls and 

butter, with gingerbread cake for dessert.   

  

I know that December is a very busy time for all of us, but 

please take a moment out of your busy schedule and join us for the 

meal.  It means a lot to those who come to eat with us to have 

members of the church share a table with them.  Watch for the sign 

up sheets on the door to the kitchen and please sign up to either 

provide food or volunteer to help.  It was especially gratifying this 

month to have 3 UMF students return to help us.   

 

Rocell Marcellino, 

Stan Wheeler, Co-chairs 
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JUSTICE AND WITNESS 
 

Justice and Witness Ministry will meet on Tuesday, December 13, 

at 6:30 pm in the Newman Wing Chapel at Old South Church. 

Justice and Witness is an open ministry, welcoming anyone to 

come for one meeting or many and to participate as you are called.  

Please join us and contribute your ideas and your energy! 
 

Back in June we took a first look at the issues surrounding torture 

at home and abroad, and since December 10 is Human Rights Day, 

we think itôs appropriate to revisit this topic.  Although the 

extreme tactic of waterboarding is again in the news as this article 

goes to press, this month we instead look at the practice of solitary 

prison confinement.  Perhaps you donôt think of solitary 

confinement as torture at all, in which case the following essay 

may cause you to reconsider.  Itôs taken from The New York Times 

and written by Sarah Shourd, one of the three American hikers 

who recently endured over a year in an Iranian prison. 

 

Tortured by Solitude 
At 5:15 p.m. I found myself pacing compulsively back and forth 

across my 10-foot-by-14-foot cell in Iranôs Evin prison, muttering 

reassurances to myself and kneading my nervous hands together 

into one fat fist.  ñDonôt worry,ò I told myself, ñthis is probably 

your last day alone, they canôt just let you go crazy in here.ò 
 

It was 2009 and the beginning of winter. I had been in prison in 

Iran ï along with my fiancé, Shane Bauer, and our friend Josh 

Fattal ï since the summer, when we were arrested and charged 

with espionage after hiking somewhere near the countryôs 

unmarked border with Iraqi Kurdistan.  For the last three months, I 
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had been in solitary confinement 24 hours a day.  Only after going 

on a hunger strike for five days was I allowed to visit Shane and 

Josh for a few minutes at a time, all of us blindfolded in a padded 

interrogation room.  The day before, one of my interrogators had 

told me that we would now be allowed daily half-hour visits in an 

open-air cell.  As the hour for our visit approached, I began pacing 

my room frantically, terrified that the promise had just been a ploy 

and that the guards wouldnôt be coming.  By 6:15, I was sweating 

and tears were streaming down my face. 
 

Itôs impossible to exaggerate how much the company of another 

human being means when youôve been cut off from the world and 

stripped of your rights and freedom. 
 

After two months with next to no human contact, my mind began 

to slip.  Some days, I heard phantom footsteps coming down the 

hall.  I spent large portions of my days crouched down on all fours 

by a small slit in the door, listening.  In the periphery of my vision, 

I began to see flashing lights, only to jerk my head around to find 

that nothing was there.  More than once, I beat at the walls until 

my knuckles bled and cried myself into a state of exhaustion.  At 

one point, I heard someone screaming, and it wasnôt until I felt the 

hands of one of the friendlier guards on my face, trying to revive 

me, that I realized the screams were my own. 
 

Of the 14 and a half months, or 9,840 hours, I was held as a 

political hostage at Evin prison in Tehran, I spent 9,495 of them in 

solitary confinement.  When I was released just over a year ago, I 

was shocked to find out that the United Nations Convention 

Against Torture, one of the few conventions the United States has 

ratified, does not mention solitary confinement.  I learned that 

there are untold numbers of prisoners around the world in solitary, 

including an estimated 20,000 to 25,000 in the United States.  

According to the United Nationsô special rapporteur on torture, 

Juan Méndez, the practice appears to be ñgrowing and diversifying 

in its use and severity.ò 
 

Amy Fettig at the American Civil Liberties Union told me: ñIn the 

U.S. we use solitary as a routine prison administrative practice.  
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Itôs not something thatôs used as a last recourse, as it should be.ò  

Last summer, prisoners at Pelican Bay prison in California went on 

a hunger strike to end the practice of isolating some prisoners for 

more than 22 hours a day.  The strike spread until thousands of 

prisoners were participating.  Only when officials agreed to review 

the use of solitary confinement did the prisoners accept food. 
 

Such a review is needed for prisons everywhere, and particularly 

in the United States, the country with, according to Ms. Fettig, the 

most prisoners in solitary confinement in the world.  One of the 

problems, according to Mr. Méndez, is that there is no universally 

accepted definition of solitary confinement. Mr. Méndez and his 

staff defined it as ñmore than 22 to 24 hours isolated from anyone 

else except for guards.ò  They are calling for clearer standards 

regarding ñwhat is disciplinary and what moves into the category 

of ósevere pain and suffering, either physical or mental,ô which is 

definitely prohibited under international law.ò  He has called for a 

ban on prolonged solitary confinement, and I very much agree.  

Any case that lasts more than 15 days should be carefully 

investigated. 
 

You donôt have to beat someone to inflict pain and suffering; the 

psychological torture of prolonged solitary confinement leaves no 

marks, but its effects are severe and long-lasting.  Fortunately, the 

guards did come that winter day.  Once I began to have short daily 

visits with Shane and Josh, my mental health improved, but only 

marginally.  At that point I was sunk so deep inside myself that 

there were days when I was brought out to visit them and couldnôt 

communicate or even look them in the eyes.  After prison, I was 

diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder.  I still pace and 

wring my hands when I am nervous; I still have nightmares and 

trouble sleeping.  I stopped going to a certain exercise class 

because the texture of the ceiling reminded me of the ceiling in my 

cell. 
 

Though what the government of Iran did to us was sickening and 

flagrantly unjust, I consider us lucky.  We never felt forgotten; we 

knew that our families, friends and supporters would not give up 

fighting for us.  And since I was released last year, and Shane and 
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Josh were freed in September, we have gotten more sympathy than 

most wrongfully detained prisoners receive in a lifetime. 

Itôs wonderful to begin my life again, and every day I feel more 

free, but I canôt help thinking about the thousands of others who 

are alone right now.  I believe the excessive use of solitary 

confinement constitutes cruel and unusual punishment ï that it is 

torture. The United Nations should proscribe this inhumane 

practice, and the United States should take the lead role in its 

eradication. 
 

--Submitted by Chris Magri 

 
Your December ñGreen Tipò from Justice and Witness 

Buying locally grown food means fewer fossil fuels are used to 

truck it to you.  Thatôs a good thing, because these days food isnôt 

just shipped around the country, itôs shipped all over the world!  

The average morsel of food travels about 1,300 ï 1,500 miles from 

farm to plate in the United States.  Thatôs some well-traveled food!  

Some experts estimate that it takes almost as much energy to ship 

food as it does to grow it.  In addition, the jury is out on the exact 

figure, but itôs said to take more energy (in calories) to produce 

and ship food today than we actually get from eating it.  Buying 

locally grown food is a simple way to change that equation for the 

better and get the most for your money.  The bottom line is that 

local food is fresher, tastes better, and saves energy. Everybody 

wins. 
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An Invitation 
Justice and Witness will be hosting a presentation by Steve Hoyt, 

of Engineering Ministries International  on Tuesday, January 10, 

at 6 pm at Old South.  Steve has been living and working in 

Uganda with his wife and four children.  They are visiting family 

here in Farmington until mid-January. 
 

The presentation will begin with a performance by Steveôs 

children who do African drumming and sing Ugandan songs.  

Following the performance, Steve will give a talk about his 

organization and the work that he is doing. 
 

Childcare will be provided for younger children during the talk.  

Coffee, tea and cookies will be served. 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ï INVITE A FRIEND!  
 

 
 

Christian EducationτChildren, Youth and Adults.  
Present and accounted for! 
Yes, indeed, we are blessed with active children, youth and whole 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ άǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέΤ 
maybe we should rethink that statement.  Our Old South kids are a 
big part of our present. 
 

*Our Youth tackle the big questions like Who is God?  What about 
the Holy Trinity? each week in the BBC (Bible Breakfast Club). They 
Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
thoughts. 
 

*All ages pack food baskets helping to feed the hungry; Youth bake 
and share breakfast during the BBC. And Sunday school classes and 
the BBC will be helping with Coffee hour in January. 
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*They extend hospitality to new people and visitors as witnessed 
before worship when one of our little ones went to a new addition 
and asked him to play. 
 

*They participate in worship.  Was there any doubt about the heart 
and hard work given by our youth orchestra during the November 
13th service?  A gift! 
 

ϝbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎ hƭŘ {ƻǳǘƘ ŀ άр ŦƻǊ р /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ άр ŦƻǊ рέ 
Sunday School as they give to each of the 5 programs of the Maine 
Conference each year.  This is unusual and remarkable show of 
stewardship.  
 

Our  children not only learn about Faith Practices but they DO the 
faith practices witnessing for us right here in the present what it 
means to live who we are, beloved of God.  
 

**********************************************  
Future Adult Education opportunities: 
An Anti-bullying presentation will be generously given by Dr. Karol 
Maybury to 7th graders and older, parents, teachers, church 
leaders in March 2012.  This will be a 60-75minute presentation 
and Q&A.  
 

Also in March, Linda Carleton will be offering a workshop on 
Enneagrams and Mandala art.  Enneagram is a fascinating way to 
look at who we are, strengths and weaknesses. Mandala art is not 
only beautiful but meditative.  
 

aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ¢ŜƭǎǘŀǊ 
and future all church email. 
 

Do you have an idea for Adult Christian Ed or a subject you would 
like to hear offered? Please let us know your suggestions so we 
may consider them, THANK YOU. 
 

Christian Education Committee: 
 Adam Goodspeed, Amanda Hilton, Jodie Gunther, Patty Schoen, 
Paula Hammerick, and Youth Minister, Sueli Gaewsky. 
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From our 3
rd

-5
th

 Grade Sunday School Class: 

Since September we have been exploring the Faith Practice of 

Keeping Sabbath.  Here is something we wanted to share with you 

from the 3
rd

 ï 5
th
 grade Sunday School Class led by Amanda 

Hilton. 

 K eeping Sabbath 

  E njoy time with your family 

Th E  Sabbath is a day of worship 

You   P ray and worship God on this day 

Play an  I  nstrument  to make music for God 

Be N ice to your siblings 

Pray to  G od 

   

It i  S  one of the Ten Commandments 

 A lways remember the Sabbath 

O B serve the Sabbath and keep it holy 

 B e kind to others 

Medit A te 

 T ake a minute to relax 

Read the  H oly  Bible 
 

 
Sunday School/Bible Breakfast Club December Calendar 
Sunday, Dec. 4th: Special Lesson on the Nativity; children will 

begin the service downstairs in the Chapel, then join their families 

for Communion. BBC meets in the Matthew Room with Sueli. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 11th: Preparation Day for the Christmas Pageant, (no 

traditional classes).  
 

Saturday, Dec. 17th: Pageant Dress Rehearsal, 9:00 am. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 18th: Pageant Sunday. Children should arrive at 8:30 

am. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 25th: Christmas Day; no Sunday School lessons 
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Youth Corner  
Mission 1  
The Junior and Senior High Youth Groups participated in   

Mission 1 on November 11
th
. The youth spent the day working at 

Homeworkers Organized for More Employment.  The jobs varied 

from cleaning stables, painting the food pantry floors, painting a 

new bakery, cooking for the residents, dissembling bicycles to be 

sent to the country of Guatemala, packing used clothes, etcé 

 

A donation of $111.00 dollars and 78 food items was giving by the 

youth groups to H.O.M.E.  food pantry. 

 

A Big Thank You to Rina Bardo for helping us with the 

driving/chaperoning. Job well done!!!!  

 

A note  of thanks  from the Maine Conference  
Congratulations to all churches, young people and youth advisors 

who participated in our Middle School Mission Trip on 11-11-11! 

As part of this year's Mission 1, we were able to deliver a goodly 

amount of food to H.O.M.E. Co-op, as well as monetary donations 

which totaled $850 which was then matched by an angel bringing 

the dollar donation to $1700. Not only did you provide food for 

this coming winter, but you fed all who would come for lunch and 

dinner on this illustrious day! Thank you for your many gifts of 

time, hard work, and treasure.  
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Operation Santa Claus  
Once again the Youth groups will be shopping for Christmas 

presents for kids in need who live in Franklin County. We need 

your financial support to help us with our gift shopping.  Please 

write the checks to: Old South Church and on the memo line 

please write:  Youth Group Dec. Project. Thank You for your 

generosity and your desire to share abundantly with every beloved 

child of God! 

 

 

Youth Groups Schedule  
 

December 4
th
 ï Senior High Youth Group meeting 

Time: 11:00am-12:30noon 

 

December11th- Junior High Youth Group 

Time: 11:00am-12:30noon 

 

December 18
th
 ï Junior/Senior High Youth Groups 

Operation Santa Claus/Christmas Party 

Time: 11:30am-1:30pm 
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Thanksgiving Baskets a big success!!!!  
Thank you so much to all who participated in this important 

outreach of Old South. A special Thank you to all the children who 

worked hard bagging potatoes, apples and assembling the boxes of 

food. Together we were able to provide 50 Thanksgiving dinners 

for families in the Farmington area. 

 

Here is the breakdown of food purchased: 

100 cans of food 

50 pounds of stuffing 

500 pounds of potatoes (enough to feed 250 families) 

50 turkeys 

 

If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and 

well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 

it? James 2:16  
 

Merry Christmas!!!!  

Sueli  
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The Prayer Shawl group will gather on Sunday, December 4, from 4:30 
to 5:30 pm, in the Matthew room -- after the UMF Community Chorus 
Concert.  All are welcome to join in this time of fellowship while we work 
on our various knitting, crocheting or other handcraft projects, including 
blankets for Wendy Oakley's pre-schoolers.  For more information call 
Myrna Vallette at 778-4387, or send her an email at 
myrna.vallette@gmail.com. 

                              

                        December Retiree Lunch 
Calling all retirees!  Please join Lynda and Dick Giard for the 

monthly Retiree Lunch on Monday, December 5 in the Vestry of 

Old South.  The menu includes spaghetti and meatballs.   You may 

bring bread, salad or a dessert to share if you are able.  All are 

welcome!  For more information, contact Dick at 897-6228.  

 

 
 
Harvest Supper Thank You!    

Thank you to everyone who helped with the annual Harvest Supper to 

benefit Pilgrim Lodge Camperships for Old South Youth.  Together 

we raised  over  $1,300.00 at the benefit dinner. 
 

mailto:myrna.vallette@gmail.com
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Revised Common Lectionary Readings for December  

 

December 4 (Second Sunday in Advent):  Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 

85:1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

 

December 11 (Third Sunday in Advent):  Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11; 

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-

8,19-28 

 

December 18 (Fourth Sunday in Advent):  2 Samuel 7:1-11,16; 

Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4,19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 

1:26-38 

 

December 24 (Christmas Eve):  Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 

3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 25 (Christmas Day):  Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrew 

1:1-4(5-12); John 1:1-14 

 

 

Bible Study and Adult Christian Ed 

Look for information about Adult Christian Education 

Opportunities and Bible Study in the Sunday bulletins and 

upcoming issues of Telstar. 

 


